
 

Part 2 “The Slothful and Discontent” 

Recap: bag (poverty), barrel (family), basket (others), and barn (great wealth) 

Slothful and poverty 

Proverbs 10:4 “Lazy hands make for poverty, but diligent hands bring wealth.” 

 People start projects but never finish, or they procrastinate too much 

 They grumble and complain when asked to do things, and don’t clean up after themselves 

 Too lazy to get up, get a job, and hold down a job 

 Slothful are those that probably won’t fulfill what God has called them to 

 Slothful are too lazy to pray, witness, and work for God 

 The slothful don’t stick with things and finish things because they seem difficult 

Discontent and materialistic 

1 Timothy 6:5 “and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that 

godliness is a means of financial gain. 
6 
But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by 

contentment.” 

 Discontentment causes people to always want more than what they have 

 A spouse is frustrated feeling his spouse is possible to please 

Giving in times of famine 

 Isaac stood where he was in faith Gen 26:12 

Paul regarding sowing financially: famine prophesied Acts 11:28 

2 Corinthians 9:5 “
 
So I thought it necessary to urge the brethren that they would go on ahead to you and arrange 

beforehand your previously promised bountiful gift, so that the same would be ready as a bountiful gift and not 
affected by covetousness.  

6 
Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. 
7 

Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

8 
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having 

all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; 
9 

as it is written, “HE SCATTERED 

ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES FOREVER.”  
10 

Now He who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 

11 
you 

will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God. 
12 

For the ministry of 



this service is not only fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to 
God. 

13 
Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your obedience to your confession of the 

gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your contribution to them and to all, 
14 

while they also, by prayer on your 
behalf, yearn for you because of the surpassing grace of God in you. 

15 
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” 

Genesis 8:22 “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night 
will never cease."  Galatians 6:7 “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also 
reap. 

8 
For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit 

will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 
9 

Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow 
weary.”  Ecclesiastes 11:1 “Cast your bread on the surface of the waters, for you will find it after many days.”   

 Consider the soil to be good 

 Sow the amount God speaks to you (obedience) 

 Have right motives in giving 

 Believe God for the increase (don’t just give out of ritual) 

 Speak faith 

James 5:7 “See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and 
spring rains.”  Hebrews 6:12 “We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience 
inherit what has been promised.”   

Giving is deeply entrenched in our culture: seven realms of giving in the Bible 

 Don’t glean corners of the harvest (those around you) Lev 23:22 

 Bikkurim: First fruits (give God your best) Deut 26 

 Tithe (faithfully tithe into your store house) Mal 3 

 Second tithe for special times (have money set aside for your family) Deut 16:16 

 Musaf: special offerings for special times Deut 16:16 

 Tzedakah: alms and blessing Israel  Deut 14:28-29 

 Freewill offerings to the Lord (when church needs arise) Psalm 54:6 

Breaking a poverty mentality  

Romans 12:2 “be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 

 Break the fear that holds you back and start believing God 

 Break a hoarding mentality and start being generous 

 Break a mentality of lack and speaking lack and start speaking faith 

 Break a lack mentality and start expecting more than enough 

 Break the codependent, irresponsible, or user mentality 

 Break the Lust for personal decadent living and seek first the kingdom…be content 

 Break slothfulness and become diligent 

Hoarding wealth in the last days 

 You are giving to God not man 

 We need to see revival and have places where people can meet 

 We need finances to see evangelism and missions 

 Buy low sell high mentality 

God will pour out his Spirit where there are generous givers 

 God will not bless a bag church full of a bunch of stingy bag level people 

 God will pour out his Spirit on a group of generous givers 

 Ask the Lord to purge out any greediness, discontentment, and slothfulness 


